
4. What are the 
solutions to

homelessness?

Homelessness is not inevitable and it is solvable

Help End
Homelessness

Collective action can help to change the systems that allow people to 
become homeless in the first place. 

Preventing homelessness
We should be taking action to prevent people from losing their homes in 
the first place, rather than waiting until people are at crisis point. It’s also 
important that we find long term sustainable solutions.
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To prevent and end homelessness, we need: 

During the coronavirus pandemic in 2020 the government worked with 
councils and charities to ensure that everyone without a home or at risk of 
losing their home was brought inside to safe accommodation. More than 
33,000 were found emergency accommodation quickly and 23,000 were 
helped to find longer term accommodation.

This proves what it is possible when everyone works together.
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For each individual faced with losing their home there are likely to be 
complex causes to be tackled. This can take effort from many different 
agencies. There are some positive examples of where agencies working 
together can address these complex needs:

Housing First England is part of a global movement that prioritises 
housing for people facing multiple disadvantage. Homeless Link would 
like to see the Housing First approach made available to everyone who 
needs it. Homeless Link is also a partner in Making Every Adult Matter 
which follows a similar approach.

We know that approaches which address holistic needs of an individual 
deliver the best results in the long term. 

Homeless Link advocates for the use of Trauma Informed Care with 
people facing homelessness. We also recommend that our members 
become Psychologically Informed Environments or PIE.  PIE have been 
shown by researchers to have positive impacts on people’s lives. These 
best practices need to be shared and adopted whenever possible.  
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https://hfe.homeless.org.uk/about-housing-first
http://meam.org.uk/
https://www.homeless.org.uk/our-work/resources/webinar-catchup/basic-intro-TIC
https://www.homeless.org.uk/trauma-informed-care-and-psychologically-informed-environments


Minories House
2-5 Minories

London
EC3N 1BJ

UK

info@homelesslink.org.uk
www.homelesslink.org.uk

Company number 4313826
Charity number 1089173

This publication has been made possible with financial
support from the Gwyneth Forrester Trust


